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Our Class of 2022 Graduation is just a few days away on Friday, June 10th at the ICCU Arena
on the campus of the University of Idaho.  We are very proud of our seniors for persevering
through a challenging year.  We wish the best to our seniors and their families as they
finalize plans for college, job training, working, volunteering, and the military.  Seniors and
parents can feel free to contact us with any questions or concerns about graduation
requirements or finalizing their post-graduation plans.

Remember, there is a mandatory graduation practice Friday morning, June 10th at 9:30 at
the ICCU Arena.  Seniors must attend graduation practice to walk at graduation.  Also, they
can still sign up for the Senior Party that begins at 10:00 PM on Friday night, June 10th at
the University of Idaho’s Student Recreation Center.

We hope all of our students have a safe and uplifting summertime.  Whether it’s through
working jobs, attending summer programs, traveling, taking courses, or volunteering in the
Moscow community, we know that our students will continue to learn new things every
day, such as how to manage time and money, how to get along with people, and how to
overcome obstacles.  Our students are the reason that MHS is a great school, and whether
they’re a returning student or graduating off to new adventures, we know they’ll be ready
to make 2022-2023 their best year yet!
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Students who are behind on credits or need to make up a course can talk with us about
taking summer courses through Idaho Digital Learning Alliance (IDLA).  The IDLA
courses run from 6/13 - 8/19 for “Cohort” classes and from 5/23 - 8/26 for “Flex” classes.
The difference between the two options is that Cohort classes roll out content on a
week-by-week basis, and Flex classes are self-paced within a given window of time.  Most
students will work on no more than one or two classes during the summer.  If this doesn’t
meet their needs, though, we can also discuss other options, such as retaking the courses
in person next year, finding different courses that meet graduation requirements, or
applying to be a part-time or full-time student at our alternative school, Paradise Creek
Regional High School.

In addition to earning the Seal of Biliteracy, students may earn high school credits by
demonstrating proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking in another
language through an Avant STAMP assessment.  STAMP assessments are available in over
50 languages, and they currently cost $19.90 per exam.  Students who are interested can
use this form to apply to take an exam.  For more information, see our Language
Competency Frequently Asked Questions.

On May 17th, we held our annual Junior Parent Night to discuss topics that will be
relevant to students looking ahead to their senior year, such as college applications,
scholarships, financial aid, and letters of recommendation.  The presentation from the
event is available on the College Readiness section of our website.

Students who took an AP exam this year have one free score-send to use by June 20th.
They can send their scores for free to one recipient every year that you take AP Exams.  To
use the score-send, students can sign in to My AP with their College Board account, go to
My AP Profile, select the Score Send tab, and choose the college, university, or scholarship
organization that they want to receive their score report.  Scores will be available in
mid-July on My AP.

http://moscowsdhs.ss18.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_200210/File/MSD281%20Seal%20of%20Biliteracy%20(003)%20(4).pdf
http://moscowsdhs.ss18.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_200210/File/MSD281%20Language%20Competency%20Assessment%20Application.docx
https://sd281-my.sharepoint.com/personal/andrewsw_msd281_org/Documents/STAMP%20faq.pdf
https://sd281-my.sharepoint.com/personal/andrewsw_msd281_org/Documents/STAMP%20faq.pdf
http://moscowsdhs.ss18.sharpschool.com/parent__student_resources/counseling_center/college_readiness
https://myap.collegeboard.org/login
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Scores are now available online for juniors who took the SAT on April 13th.  Students can
use their College Board account to see results, or stop by the Counseling Office if they run
into any difficulty with this.  We highly recommend linking the account to Khan Academy for
a free personalized study plan.  Juniors interested in the College Board Opportunity
Scholarship will need to build a list of at least six colleges on Big Future by June 30th.

In addition to Idaho SAT Day, if a student would like to take the SAT again another time,
they can self-register and pay the $55 fee.  Over 1,800 universities are now test-optional,
but a good score can still help admission chances and improve one’s course placement for
English and Math.

We are also happy to talk with students about the ACT, which is another nationally
recognized exam accepted by all colleges and universities.  Between the SAT and ACT,
many students do better on one than the other, and we can help students learn the
differences.   The cost of the first time you take the ACT can be reimbursed for Idaho
students (ask us how!).

ACT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

July 16, 2022 June 7, 2022 June 24, 2022

September 10, 2022 August 5, 2022 August 19, 2022

October 22, 2022 September 16, 2022 September 30, 2022

SAT (MHS code 130415) Registration Deadline Late Deadline

August 27, 2002 July 29, 2022 August 16, 2022

October 1, 2022 September 2, 2022 September 20, 2022

November 5, 2022 October 7, 2022 October 25, 2022

https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/steps-linking-college-board-khan-academy-accounts.pdf
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.fairtest.org/university/optional
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration.html
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register
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With summer approaching, it’s a great time to look at summer programs, internships,
and conferences, and one site that we recommend for exploring these opportunities is HS
Navigator.  An example of what you’ll find is Oregon State University's Summer Experience
in Science and Engineering for Youth, which runs from July 31st - August 5th.

An Idaho Food Bank School Pantry is conveniently located in the Moscow High School
basement to help you get food for your family for no charge.  We are thankful for our
partnership with the Idaho Food Bank and local donors.  To access the Food Pantry by
appointment or for more information, contact Diana Hicke.

How can I meet with my MHS Counselor? We can meet with students during non-core
classes or during an available class period.  You can use our online scheduler
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors to schedule appointments in order to discuss
individual planning, academic and college advising, or personal concerns.  We welcome
meetings with parents as well and ask that you schedule your appointment through the
Counseling Center Secretary, Dee Bishop, by calling (208) 882-2591.

https://hsnavigator.org/search-program
https://hsnavigator.org/search-program
mailto:hicked@msd281.org
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
http://go.oncehub.com/MHSCounselors
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Question from an MHS student:  Do you recommend taking a gap year between high
school and college?

Answer: Taking a gap year - briefly postponing college for the purposes of work, travel, or
religious or civic service - can be a great option for students who feel they aren’t ready to
begin their college journey.  There is something to be said about not jumping into college
too soon.  There is also something to be said about not waiting too long, however.  The
further you are from high school means you are more removed from traditional supports,
and you may find yourself in a place in life where going to college is difficult or impossible.
We don’t want your gap year to become a gap decade, so here is what we recommend:

Make it time-bound.  Whether it’s 12 months with AmeriCorps, 18 months on a religious
mission, or 4 years of active duty with the Navy, we suggest you choose something with a
defined start and end.

Do something meaningful.  An ideal gap year would be a time for you to learn more
about yourself and give you insight into a bigger picture.  It may even be something you
could add to your résumé, such as an internship or volunteer opportunity.

Apply for deferred admission. Many institutions allow you to use your current
acceptance to save your spot for a future term.  One year in advance is common.  The
University of Idaho allows for deferred admission for up to four years.  You’ll want to make
sure you’re squared away with your future college so that you don’t have to go through the
full admissions process again.  Plus, this will reinforce our “time-bound” recommendation.

If a friend or loved one is in crisis, there is help available.
Call 911 if there is an imminent danger to self or others.

Idaho Crisis & Suicide Hotline: 1-208-398-HELP (4357) [Call or Text]
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 1-800-273-TALK (8255) [Call]

The Crisis Text Line [Text 741741] can receive texts about any number of issues,
including isolation, anxiety, depression, self-harm, stress, abuse, grief, etc.


